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Dr Jean Bou 
 
Jean Bou is a historian of war and a member of the Strategic and Defence Studies 
Centre at the Australian National University where his duties include teaching at the 
Australian Command at Staff College. He gained his PhD from the University of 
New South Wales (at the Australian Defence Force Academy) in 2005 and his 
doctoral thesis was published in 2009 by Cambridge University Press as Light horse: a 
history of Australia’s mounted arm. The work he did for this forms the basis for his 
speaking at this event about artillery use in the Desert Mounted Corps in 1917.  
 
Jean has also been involved in the Official History of Australian Peacekeeping, 
Humanitarian and Post-Cold War Operations since 2007. Having started as a 
research assistant he is now the lead author for volume IV of the series, which 
examines Australia’s missions of the 1990s in Africa and the Americas (including 
Somalia and Rwanda). This book, The Limits of Peacekeeping, will be published in 
early 2018. 
 
The speaker is the author, editor, co-author or co-editor of ten books on Australian 
military history, with 2016’s The AIF in Battle (Melbourne University Press) and the 
Australian Imperial Force (with Peter Dennis, Cambridge University Press) being the 
most recent. Among his others are the Oxford Companion to Australian Military History 
(2nd edition), Duty First: A History of the Royal Australian Regiment (2nd edition) and 
Australia’s Palestine Campaign. A full list of his publications can be seen at: 
https://researchers.anu.edu.au/researchers/bou-jab 
 
Formerly a historian at the Australian War Memorial, Jean is also an army reserve 
officer with the Australian Army History Unit and was a reserve and, for a few 
years, regular cavalry officer a long, long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away. 
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